Evidence-Based Thinking

Lesson Focus: How does evidence improve an argument?

To strengthen claims with evidence.

Learning Objectives Vocabulary Links with Approaches to
Learning (ATL)
e To construct an argument by adding claims and argument Communication Skills
counterclaims. claim

Construct arguments using

counterclaim . .
claims and counterclaims.

line of reasoning
source

evaluate

justify

Research Skills

Access, evaluate, organize, and
use information from a variety of
sources.

Preparation Tasks

Differentiation

For this lesson, you will need to create your own
discussion or select a discussion from the Topic Library
(see suggestions below). Instructions can be found
here.

You will need to enable Voting.

Students will need time to research your chosen topic
before the lesson.

Support:
Provide students with a list of examples of claims
and a list of suggested sources.

Extend:
Challenge students to think of a new starter claim to
create a new branch of the discussion.

Example Discussion Topics

Individuals and Societies (Digital Society)

Should kids be able to have social media?
Is social media making us less social?
Is social media a threat or benefit to democracy?

Individuals and Societies (History)

S E ic hi ical
figures?

Should we see the suffragettes as heroes?

What was the main cause of World War [?

Language and Literature
e Should schools be able to ban books?
e Should Shakespeare still be taught in
schools?

Sciences
e Can Al replace teachers?
e Should Al tools be allowed in school
assessments?

e Can we ever truly know history?
e Does language determine knowledge?

Introduction

Rapid Review:

Divide students into teams.

Set a two-minute time limit for students to recap their knowledge on constructing arguments..
When time is up, ask each group to give feedback on one aspect of their discussion.
Groups must not repeat something that has already been mentioned. Instead, they must choose a different

aspect.
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https://support.kialo-edu.com/en/hc/creating-a-discussion/
https://support.kialo-edu.com/en/hc/creating-a-discussion/
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics
https://support.kialo-edu.com/en/hc/about-discussion-templates/
https://support.kialo-edu.com/en/hc/about-voting/
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/110786
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/88131
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/109311
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/109311
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/111188
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/91675
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/96753
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/114099
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/114099
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/439401
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/115244
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/115244
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/93086
https://www.kialo-edu.com/debate-topics-and-argumentative-essay-topics/352965

Main Activity

Ensure students have had sufficient time to research your chosen discussion topic.

Use Small Group Mode to share your chosen discussion with each group.

Within their groups, students will respond to the discussion question, using the skills from this unit.
o All the discussions in the Topic Library contain starter claims to prompt students’ ideas.

e Assign the following tasks to guide your students’ contributions, adjusting the totals to suit your class:
o Write claims (so students can practice constructing arguments. This number represents the total
number of claims you’d like students to add).
o  Write claims under others’ claims (so students can practice evaluating the strength of their peers’
claims before responding).
Write claims under your own claims (so students can practice developing lines of reasoning).
Link to a source in your own claims (so students can practice strengthening their claims).

Reflection Activity

Students will reflect on the activity by voting on which of their claims are most impactful.

Each group then shares one high-impact and one low-impact claim, explaining their ratings based on what
they’'ve learned.

o Close the session with the following reflection questions:

o When you're in a debate or disagreement in real life how can including counterclaims make your
argument stronger instead of weaker?

o  Why is it important to back up your claims with sources when discussing controversial or emotional
topics in real life?
How does evidence change how people respond to your argument?
If someone challenges your opinion, how can you use both logic and evidence to respond effectively
without shutting down the conversation?
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https://support.kialo-edu.com/en/hc/small-group-mode/
https://support.kialo-edu.com/en/hc/about-tasks/
https://support.kialo-edu.com/en/hc/about-voting/

